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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/002774 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



2. 



3. 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

f I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language » 

whi ch is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report) : 



□ 



the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the claims: 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the drawings: 

sheets 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



f 1 This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. ' 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/002774 



Box No. Ill 



Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be industrially 
applicable have not been examined in respect of: 



□ 



the entire international application 
claims Nos. 20 



because: 



the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 20 



relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

Claim 20 pertains to a method for the treatment 
of the human body by means of therapy. 



□ 



the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify)'. 



□ 



□ 



the claims, or said claims Nos. 

by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 

no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 20 



are so inadequately supported 



the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions in that: 



the written form 



the computer readable form 



| | has not been furnished 

does not comply with the standard 

j _J has not been furnished 

does not comply with the standard 



| ~J the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do not comply with the 
technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

| | See Supplemental Box for further details. 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/002774 


Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1 . Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-19, 21 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-19, 21 


NO 


Industrial applicability (I A) 


Claims 


1-19, 21 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1 to 19 and 21 



The following document is cited in the 
international search report. 

Document 1: JP 2002-500509 A & WO 98/49309 A 

Document 1 discloses the feature of using 
antibodies against ST38.2, which is homologous to MIP-3a, 
for the diagnosis and treatment of neuritis; the feature 
of using ST38.2 antagonists and/or ST38.2 inhibitors for 
the prevention and treatment of neuritis; the feature of 
treating disorders that are associated with the ST38.2 
peptide by means of the antisense method; and the feature 
of screening for medicinal substances by means of the 
polypeptide of the ST38.2 gene. 

It is thought that treating neuritis will 
ultimately serve to protect the brain/nerve cells; 
therefore, "therapeutic agents against neuritis" can be 
said to be one type of "agent for protecting brain/nerve 
cells." 

In addition, a person skilled in the art could 
substitute the antibodies, antagonists and the like which 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/002774 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

are associated with MIP-3a for the antibodies, 
antagonists and the like which are associated with 
ST38.2, as appropriate. 

As a result, claims 1 to 19 and 21 do not involve 
an inventive step. 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/002774 



Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully supported by 
the description, are made: 

Claims 1, 2, 4 to 11 and 21 

Claim 1 pertains to agents for protecting 
brain/nerve cells, which comprise a compound that is 
defined by a desired property, i.e. being a "substance 
that inhibits proteins...represented by SEQ ID NO: 2, 4 and 
6, or a salt thereof , " as the active component; therein, 
claim 1 includes any compound which exhibits such a 
property. However, only an extremely small portion of the 
claimed compounds can be considered to be disclosed in 
the meaning of PCT Article 5; therefore, claim 1 cannot 
be considered to be supported by the disclosures of the 
description in the meaning of PCT Article 6. 

In addition, it is impossible to specify the scope 
of the compounds that exhibit the desired property of 
being a "substance that inhibits proteins...represented by 
SEQ ID NO: 2, 4 and 6, or a salt thereof , " even with 
consideration of common technical knowledge at the time 
the present application was filed; therefore, claim 1 
does not conform to the requirement of clarity as 
stipulated in PCT Article 6. 

Likewise, claims 2, 4 to 11 and 21 cannot be 
considered to be supported by the disclosures of the 
description in the meaning of PCT Article 6, and do not 
conform to the requirement of clarity as stipulated in 
PCT Article 6. 
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Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 



Continuation of Box No. I, item 2: 

1 . With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed invention, 
this report was established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

^3 a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

□ in written format 

^3 in computer readable form 

c. time of filmg/furnishing 

□ contained in the international application as filed 

1X1 filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search and/or examination 

□ received by this Authority as an amendment* on 



2. 



In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 
furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished 



3. Additional comments: 



If item 4 in Box No. I applies, the listing and/or table(s) related thereto, which form part of the basis of the report, may be marked 
"superseded. " 
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